dispossession  was initiated  by  Bismarck  and later
intensified, in 1907, by von Biilow.

This Russian and Prussian repression of the Poles
led to two most interesting events, illustrating some-
thing of the uncrushable spirit of Polish youth.

In the part of Poland occupied by Prussia the
children were eventually forbidden to learn the
catechism and to say their prayers in Polish. This
led to a revolt on the part of the children in the
town of Wrzelnia, who, upon refusing to pray in
German, were brutally beaten by the teacher. The
parents, protesting, were thrown into prison, but the
strike of the pupils in the schools against praying in a
foreign tongue spread until it included 100,000
children.

Much more formidable and highly organised was
the school strike of 1905-6 in .that part of Poland
belonging to Russia. The schools in this section of
thfe country were used even more than in the Prussian
Action as a means of denationalizing the Poles. The
folder children as early as 1886 decided that they
'must throw off this attempt at russification and resist
the yoke of, the Russian school. , They saw that their
parents tended to become indifferent to the process
and that the ignorant masses were more and more in
danger of denationalisation. Under-cover organiza-
tions of pupils led to sporadic outbursts of protest
against the Russian schools and their corrupting
methods, but these scattered uprisings were easily
suppressed.